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1. At noon on 6 June 1953, ‘ k\udolf Steinwand, head of the Iron

and Steel Maln Depariment of the Minisiry for Metellurgy and Ors Mining in Easth
Berlin[  ]effective at oncs, the SED Politbuerc hsd ordered rigorcus plan
changen, Stelnwand requested tiae leading employees to come to the office on
Sunday, 7 June 1953, to prevare rew plan vropossals.
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4. On 7 Jure 1953, thekmployees of the Ministry for Metallurgy and Ore Mining
and those of the Ministry for Light Industry who had appeared
0 revise the plans, were sent home agam as the ney documents for the twe pinis-
tries had not yet been completed by the Soviet Biph Commission in Karlshorst,

3. Un Wednesday, 10 June 1953, a conference of the department heads of the Iron
#1d Steel Industry~Main Depertnent-took place under the chairmenship of
departwent head Wilhelm Selzer. Salzer then gave a detailed report on the
measures ordered by the SED Politbuero, stating that the ministers were
directed to slow down the industrial desvelopment toc improve the supply of
the population with consumer goods.and thet the 1953 econcmy plan and the
1954 and 1955 plans would have to revised on the basis of these measures.
dalzer finally gited the directivesfegusd by Minister Selbmann for the changes

" 4o be axscuted in the field of the activity of the Iron and Stesl Industiry-
#in Department—and stressed that the figures quoted in the directives of
the Minister had not yet been confirmed, and, consequently, could be changed.
& added that & meeting of the Ministerial Council was called for 12 June 1953

which would possibly confirm the proposals of the Minister 4
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L. Comment. *- The ‘newly; plapjed pég tronand;yey steqliguatss for the iron
and stsel VEBs indicate “hat, as compared with previous plan figures,
the following changes are scheduled,
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trevious 1954 1954 plan rrevious 1955 (1955 plan
pian Iigure figure on plan figure figure on
{in tovs) the basis of  (in tons the basis of
“he present the p;‘esen‘t
reporh ceport
{in tons ) {in tons)
¥ig iron 1,855,000 1,700,000 2,035,000 1,850,000
Ay steel 2,995,000 2,735,0CC 3,72¢,000

3,006,000
These stavements indicate that no considerable increase
rypected wiil 1955,

in preduction is to be
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